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that child because of that situation. I don't think we want
t o encourage t h a t . I think we want to discourage that and
the intent of this bill is to move in that direction, so I
would ask your support for LB 201 at this time.

S PEAKER NICHOL: S e n a t o r La b e d z , and then Senato r C hambers ,
and then Senato r DeCamp.

S ENATOR LABEDZ: T h ank y ou , M r . S p e ak e r . S enator J ohnson, I
have a couple of questions I ' d l i k e t o ask yo u ab o u t t h e
bill. These are the same questions I asked you l ast yea r
w hen yo u h ad L B 1 1 2 and you gav e m e some satisfactory
answers then. I c ertainly hope that the d ecis i on s w i l l b e
the same and this is absolutely for the record. If this
b i l l i s i nt e nde d . . . o r cou l d it be interpreted to p=ovide
funding through the high-risk pregnancy support program for
the performance of abortions or for abortion c ounsel i n g ,
abortion referral or transportation to abortion clinics or
fees for the performance of abortions for women who are
e l i g i b l e t o p a r t i c i pa t e' ?

SENATOR V. J OH NSON: T his b i l l i s no t i n t e nd e d t o p r o v i d e
any funding whatsoever for abortion or any abortion related
services, particularly abortion counseling or transportation
to an abortion facility. If such funding ever did occur
under t h i s b i l l I would be , n ot on l y surpr i s ed , bu t
dismayed, disappointed and would think it to be violative of
the basic intent of the bill.

SENATOR LABEDZ: An d then Section 11 of the bill mandates
that any pregnant woman applying for or participating in the
program shall be referred to genetic counsel i n g an d I t h i nk
you gave out this handout and I am concerned w ith p a r t s o f
it o n p a g e 1 1 .

SENATOR V. JOHN.")N: Yes.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Does this mean that as a condition upon her
receiving assistance under the high-risk pregnancy support
program a woman must participate in family planning or
genetic counseling?

SENATOR V . J O HNSON: No. I n no way . s a woman to b e
compelled to partxczpate i n ei t he r f ami l y p l ann i ng or
genet i c c oun ,c l i ng , bu t i t wil l be an «va i l ab l e s erv i c e ,
genet i c cou n s e l i ng xs .
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